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Students who fail the preliminary exam on their first attempt must re-take the exam at its
next offering. To prepare for their second attempt, students should work with their
Academic Advisor to develop a remediation plan. As each student has different
strengths and weaknesses, there is not a set remediation plan. Rather, each student
should develop a plan to address his/her specific needs. In developing this plan,
students should consider several factors:
•
•
•
•
•

feedback from their Academic Advisor about their performance on the preliminary
exam
when they took required courses
where they took required courses (UTSPH or another institution)
their grades in required courses (and any prerequisites for these clasess)
their experience applying epidemiology methods and concepts

The Epidemiology Preliminary Exam Committee recommends that, at a minimum,
students who fail their first attempt at the preliminary exam retake Epi III and/or Epi IV at
UTSPH. Students may enroll in, or audit one or both of these classes. While auditing a
class is the less expensive option, faculty are not obligated to provide individual
feedback to students who audit a class. Consequently, students who desire feedback
on assignments and tests must enroll in the course.
Students may also want to include additional activities in their remediation plan. Some
possibilities include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

developing an independent study course with their Academic Advisor or another
faculty member
identifying a study partner or forming a study group
joining a research project to gain practical experience
attending epidemiological seminars
reading the epidemiologic literature
enlisting the help of a tutor
reviewing course materials independently

Academic Advisors will work with students to develop their remediation plans. However,
it is ultimately the student’s responsibility to assess his/her educational needs, develop
a plan of action, and ensure that the plan is completed prior to the next offering of the
preliminary exam.

