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87th Regular Session 

• Texas Research to Policy Collaboration instrumental in 
advancing key policies and priorities for:
• Texas Public Health Coalition
• Partnership for a Healthy Texas
• Texas Tobacco Control Partners
• Numerous public health organizations
• Legislative Offices



87th Texas Legislative Session:
TX RPC Project Impact

Health Policy Topic Bill Number Resource Provided Result/Status

Cigarettes/Tobacco/
E-Cigarettes

-SB 216
-SB 248

-TX RPC Health Policy 
Reports

-TX Child Health Status 
Reports and Toolkits

-Data and resources 
from RPC researchers

Passed (SB 248) 
without Governor's 

signature,
effective 9/1/21

Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program 
(SNAP)

-SB 224 -TX RPC Health Policy 
Reports

-Data and resources 
from RPC researchers

Passed,
effective 9/1/21

Healthcare Access -SB 50 -TX RPC Health Policy 
Reports

-Data and resources 
from RPC researchers

Passed, effective 
9/1/21



2022 House & Senate Interim Charges

*Education Committee: Vaping in schools

*Finance Committee: Mental health delivery, nursing 
facility long-term care funding

Committee on Agriculture & Livestock: Food deserts

Committee on Ways & Means: Tobacco products and 
e-cigarettes

Committee on Public Education: COVID-19 
on students mental health

*Senate Interim Charges

*Business & Commerce Committee: Broadband and 
telecommunications

*Higher Education Committee: Enrollment trends

Committee on Agriculture & Livestock: Dairy facilities

Committee of Appropriations: Children's instruction 
loss and mental health challenges, Texas-Mexico border 
health (charge listed in 11 other committees)

Committee on Business & Industry: Unemployment 
benefits and how they impact children

Committee on Culture, Recreation & Tourism: 
Affordable public access to outdoor recreating and 
education opportunities

Committee on Human Services: Medicaid and healthy 
Texas women

Committee on Public Education: COVID-19 learning 
loss, chronic absenteeism in public schools

Health Policy Reports CreatedHealth Policy Reports In Progress



Texas Research-to-Policy 
Collaboration Project: 

Welcome Reception

May 12, 2022

Deanna M. Hoelscher, PhD, RDN, LD, CNS, FISBNPA
Principal Investigator

Alexandra van den Berg, PhD, MPH
Co-Principal Investigator



Texas Research-to-Policy Collaboration:
Linking Policymakers to Researchers

• Improve the health of Texans through policymaking
– Assist legislators seeking to use Texas research, data, and trusted 

resources

• Engage state and local stakeholders in capacity building 
– Link policymakers to researchers for the 2023 Texas Legislative 

Session 

• Respond to State Legislative Requests 
– Facilitate researcher-policymaker connections and support requests 

for information to inform policy



TX RPC Project Timeline 2022-2023 -
Legislative Office Participation

- Identification of Texas Health 
Policy Needs

-Feedback Questionnaire #1

May-August 2022

May 2022-May 2023

June 2022-December 2023

May 2023-December 2023

-Collaborative Meetings

-Feedback Questionnaire #2-Respond to 
Legislator Information 
Requests



Data-Driven Tools and 
Resources for Legislators



Health Policy Resources & Support for Legislators

1. Collaborative 
Meetings

2. TX RPC Health 
Policy Reports

3. TX Child Health 
Status Reports

5. TX RPC 
Newsletters

6. TX Legislature 
Bill Tracker

4. Center for 
Healthy Living 

Webinars



Collaborative Meetings between 
Legislative Offices and RPC Experts

Consultation from content experts on health policy 
topics

Provide data-driven information to support 
development of health policy

Produce state- and legislative district-level 
information

Scheduled and coordinated by the TX RPC Team

Held virtually, by phone, or in-person



Responding to Legislative Requests 
& Health Policy Priorities 

• June 2020 – Present: Development and dissemination of 
health policy resources to state legislative offices

–Developed by TX RPC staff in collaboration with content experts 
from TX RPC network

–Online Information Request Form: 
https://go.uth.edu/TXRPCInformationRequestForm

Series of health policy reports 
developed based on legislative 
requests and policy priorities

Resources posted on TX RPC 
webpage and distributed by email 

and newsletter

https://go.uth.edu/TXRPCInformationRequestForm


TX RPC Health Policy Reports



TX RPC Health Policy Reports: 
State and Legislative District Level Data

State and Legislative District Level Data Reports:

• SNAP Utilization and Eligibility in Texas and Texas Legislative Districts

• Data Brief: Food Access in Texas and Texas Legislative Districts

– 33.8% email open rate



Texas Child Health Status Reports

Translate public 
health research into 
policy and practice 
using state-level data

• Brief, concise reports

• Useful to public health 
advocates and 
legislators



Texas Child Health Status Reports

11 Reports Released To Date

Obesity Nutrition
Physical 
Activity

Screen Time

Sleep Quality
Sugar-

Sweetened 
Beverage

Teen Vaping
Vaping 

Advertisements 
and Teens

Vaping with 
Flavors

Eating Away 
From Home

Breakfast 
Consumption



Center for Healthy Living Webinars

Webinars:

• 46 Webinars hosted, disseminated, and archived, 
December 2019-present

– 26,244 Registrants

– 15,548 Attendees

– 11,119 Archived Views Online

• Topics

– COVID-19 Response

– Food Systems

– School Health

– Health Disparities

– Obesity Prevention (Physical Activity, Nutrition)

• Features Texas public health researchers & experts



Upcoming Center Webinar

SCAN TO REGISTER



TX RPC Newsletters

TX RPC Project Newsletters:

• 22 Newsletters featuring COVID-19 news 
and other public health-related resources, 
April 2020 - present

– Distributed to:

• 397 Texas Legislators

• 91 TX RPC Research Network 
Members

• 24 advisory committee members

– Future newsletters to focus on more 
broad public health-related 
policy research from Texas

"The newsletter provides 
good, relevant information."

"Our office is interested in the 
newsletter as we move toward 

the upcoming legislative 
session."



Texas Legislature Bill Tracker

5 Texas Legislative Sessions 
tracked: 2013, 2015, 2017, 
2019, 2021

53 bills tracked in 2013  352 
bills tracked in 2021

9 Bill Topics Tracked in 2021



Texas Legislature Bill Tracker

Texas Legislative Session Bill Tracker
Identify selected health policy legislative actions through an accessible organized 
tool for researchers and policymakers in real time



How can we help you?

The TX RPC project offers data-
driven tools and resources for 
health policy, using state and 
legislative district-level 
information.



Contact Us

Tiffni Menendez, MPH
Kathleen Manuel, MPH
Email: TXRPCNetwork@uth.tmc.edu
Phone: 512.391.2512

UTHealth | The University of Texas Health Science Center at 
Houston
School of Public Health in Austin
Michael & Susan Dell Center for Healthy Living



Questions?



Project Details 

Advisory Committee: 24 state and community partner organizations
Funding Agency: Michael & Susan Dell Foundation

Research Team
Deanna M. Hoelscher, PhD, RDN, LN, CNS, FISBNPA, Principal 

Investigator

Alexandra van den Berg, PhD, MPH, Co-Investigator

Tiffni Menendez, MPH, Project Director

Kathleen Manuel, MPH, Sr. Research Associate

Liv George, Communication Specialist

Amelia Roebuck, Dell Health Scholar

Shelby Flores-Thorpe, MEd, Dell Health Scholar

Brittany Buchanan, MPH, Dell Health Scholar

Melissa Campos-Hernandez, MPH, Research Coordinator II

Emily Levin, Graduate Data Collector

Amelia McClellan, Research Associate

Callie Evarts, Graduate Research Assistant

Allyson Luong, Graduate Research Assistant



Legislative Initiative Resources

TX RPC Resources

Go.uth.edu/RPCresources

Texas Child Health Status Report

go.uth.edu/TexasChildHealth

Texas Legislative Bill Tracker

go.uth.edu/LegTracker

TX RPC Newsletter Archive

go.uth.edu/RPCnewsletter

Michael & Susan Dell Center Webinar Series

go.uth.edu/RPCnewsletter

http://go.uth.edu/TexasChildHealth
http://go.uth.edu/LegTracker
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/legislative-initiatives/rpc-newsletters
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/legislative-initiatives/rpc-newsletters


Thank You!


